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Before Michele came to Yakima Union Gospel Mission 
for a meal, she had no idea that there were people 
in our community who cared enough to help her. 

She had turned to drugs to try to cope with the 
death of her father. Her grief didn’t go away. 
Instead, it increased as she grew more and 
more addicted. Through the addiction, she 
became a person she could hardly recognize. 

A person she felt like no one would ever 
want to help. 

“I was homeless. I was drug addicted. 
I had completely burned all bridges 
with my family, so I was alone,” 
Michele says. “The way people 
look at you, it makes you even 
feel like you have no value. 
I couldn’t imagine a place 
in Yakima that was there 
just for people like us.” 

Continues inside.

FROM HOMELESS 
TO WHOLENESS

“This place gave me a second chance, and that’s what 

the Union Gospel Mission is about.” – Michele



September 2019

That’s what the Mission is. It’s a place for broken people in 
need of help. It’s a place where a person like Michele can 
move from homelessness to wholeness. But that’s not all 
it is. It’s also a place for people like you – people like Michele 
has become – to give back and help others experience 
Jesus and find healing. And to change lives for good.

Trading Places
That first meal Michele ate planted a seed. It showed her 
that there were people in the Yakima Valley who wanted 
to help her change her life. It showed her that she could 
have a second chance. 

That second chance helped pave the way to a life giving 
back to the community as a community volunteer, a prison 
mentor, a worship leader at her church and our office 
manager here at YUGM. 

“Now I feel just so honored and privileged 
to be here on the other end offering help 
and hope to those who come through 
here,” she says. “I was amazed by what 
was going on here then, but it wasn’t 
until working here that I realized it takes 
a whole community to do this.” She 
continues, “You can’t even imagine what 
has to happen behind the scenes for this 
to take place. It takes everybody in the 
community.” 

The Right People 
Running this ministry does take a lot 
of support and help. But it also takes 
support and help from the right kind of 
people. People who want to see lives 
change. People who believe in second 
chances. 

You are one of those people, and 
that’s why we’re thrilled to partner with 
you. In fact, you can give someone 
else a second chance to move from 
homelessness to wholeness by giving 
a gift to provide meals this fall!

FROM HOMELESS TO WHOLENESS
(Continued from cover…)
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EACH $2.07 YOU GIVE PROVIDES 1 MEAL 
AND ESSENTIAL CARE FOR SOMEONE LIKE MICHELE.

Michele has been on staff with the Mission 

for nine years and the miracles that 

happen here still feel as fresh as 

they did the first day she 

received a meal.



URGENT NEEDS
You can help meet some of our urgent needs by 
donating the following items: 

Medical Care Center Needs 
n Albuterol inhalers 
n Allergy medications: Zyrtec®/Aller-Tec, 

loratadine, etc. 
n Insulin – Lantus®, Levemir® 
n Flonase® nasal spray 
n Empty, clean pill bottles
n Probiotics 

Kitchen Needs 
n Ranch Dressing
n Ketchup
n Mustard
n Chicken Base
n Beef Base
n Shredded Cheese 

Family Shelter Needs 

COMPASSION 
IN ACTION

You help change lives 
because you don’t merely 
care. You act. You know 
that real power comes 
from love in action. 

1 John 3:18 says, “Let 
us not love with words or 
speech but with actions 
and in truth.” 

That is what friends and 
partners like you do. Your 

gifts feed hungry people. They show the neglected 
that they haven’t been forgotten. They give hope to 
the hopeless and share God’s love with people in 
desperate need. 

That’s why I’m so grateful and humbled to serve here 
at Yakima Union Gospel Mission. 

Our valley has seen many changes over the years. 
As the struggles of some in our community grow, 
Christ’s love quite simply compels us to help. YUGM 
will continue to answer that call, and will remain a 
primary resource for people in need. 

I say that with confidence because of friends like you 
standing with us. For generations, supporters like you 
have made it possible for YUGM to serve people in 
need by meeting basic needs and sharing the life-
changing love of Jesus Christ.

And with God’s grace and your help, that’s what 
we will continue to do. Because of that, lives will be 
changed. People will experience wholeness, and our 
community will become an even better place to work, 
live and raise families. 

Mike Johnson 
CEO/Executive Director 
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n Toilet paper
n Toiletries
n Towels
n Conditioner 
n Shampoo 
n Diapers (size 3-5) 

n Hair dryers 
n Women’s underwear 

(new)
n Landlords to work 

with our families
n YUGM Photographer

Items can be dropped off at 1300 N. 1st st. 
between the hours of 9:00AM-4:30PM, 
Monday through Friday, or contact 
509-248-4510 for more 
information.



GIVE $2.07 FALL MEALS. CHANGE LIVES.
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is the newsletter for supporters of Yakima Union Gospel Mission

Yakima Union Gospel Mission is dedicated to serving men, women and children experiencing homelessness with the compassion of Christ. 
We provide emergency and transitional services.

Michele’s story featured in this newsletter is one of a kind, but it 
has a familiar ring to it. Transformation started because someone 
cared enough to give her a meal. 

That’s why feeding our hungry neighbors is so critical. 
Not only do nourishing meals bless lives, they change lives 
by sharing God’s love and putting people on the 
path to wholeness. 

And all of that can start with just one meal – a meal you can 
provide for just $2.07. 

As the needs in Yakima Valley continue to grow and shift, 
  we’re committed to doing everything we can to offer help 
      and healing just like YUGM has for the last 83 years. 
          But to do that, we need to all come together to bless 
              and serve people in need. 

                Will you send a gift to help as we head into 
                    the busy Fall and Thanksgiving season? 

Each $2.07 you give provides one meal that can 
be the start of a changed life. As Michele’s story 
shows, changed lives change our community 
and make this a better place for all of us.

YUGM THRIFT! BLESSES OUR COMMUNITY

THE PATH TO WHOLENESS

We’ve launched a new thrift store called “YUGM 
Thrift!” Our second thrift store expands on the benefits 
we’ve seen from our first store, the Olde Lighthouse 
Shoppe located at 13 S. Front Street. As with our 
first Thrift store, all proceeds from YUGM Thrift! are 
used to further the ongoing work of the Yakima Union 
Gospel Mission to serve men, women and children 
experiencing homelessness. 

Our new store is located at 2011 W. Lincoln Ave, in 
Yakima.

Store hours are: 
9 AM to 7 PM, Monday through Friday 
10 AM to 5 PM on Saturdays.

Come see us in our new location! 

Your gently-used clothing, furniture or household 
goods will make difference in our community. You 
can drop off your donation at the new store: 2011 W. 
Lincoln Ave. 

Shop. Donate. Volunteer. 
YUGM Thrift! 
Good Deals. Greater Cause.


