
In and out of jail and addiction, as well as on and off stays 
at the Mission- all with children along for the ride. It’s an 
unsurprising story in our Family Shelter. But God loves to 
do things none of us might have expected! Recently two 

families came into Family Shelter and were given all you 
would expect: healthy meals, safe housing, loving support 
for change. Then the unexpected happened…

Pictured in order: Angel, Ali, Cattleya, Susan & Randy

A kindred 
community
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HELP US
WITH OUR

needs

• Shampoo

• Conditioner

• Body wash

• Toilet paper -urgent-

• Tampons

• Diapers

• Women's underwear (new)

• Men's underwear (new)

• Towels

• Napkins

• Wash clothes

• Kitchen hand towels

• Pot holders

• Food service gloves

• Sliced cheese

• Grated cheese

• Chicken and beef bouillon

• Cooking oil

• Salt & pepper

• Brooms

Please join us by going to our website: www.yugm.org/donate or by calling us 
today! 509.248.4510. 

Donate now!

A word from Rick Phillips

It’s hard to believe that 30 years has come and gone so fast. Yes, it’s true that Debbie and I 
started working at the Yakima Union Gospel Mission in 1988…30 years ago! 

So much has happened over the years and yet as I retire on September 19th, I am 
reminded that none of what happened over the last 30 years took place without the Lord 
using hundreds and thousands of willing saints to share the Gospel in so many practical 
ways that have touched the hearts of countless struggling and hurting individuals at the 
Union Gospel Mission. 

I have enjoyed getting to know so many of you and wanted to thank you as a donor, volunteer 
or a Mission staff co-worker…all that have had confidence to donate and work alongside 
of us these last 3 decades. I hope you are encouraged with what God has accomplished 
over the years - not just with us but with your faithful service and giving. You have been 
an incredible encouragement to Debbie and me as we have had the privilege of leading this 
great organization.

THANK YOU
FOR PARTNERING WITH US

Dear friends,

Blessings,



(cont'd from cover)

Met by 
love

Christian came to the Mission in 2015 with all his belongings 
stuffed into a duffle bag. Only twenty years old, Christian had 
already been running from and medicating his childhood abuse 
for years. Angry and quick to push back against authority of 
any kind, he was a conflict waiting to happen.

A couple months later he was sitting in Chapel. Upset because 
his Ipod battery had died, so he actually had to listen to the 
message. Christian laughs as he remembers that moment “I 
would always listen to my Ipod during Chapel. I had heard 
messages many times before, but this one just hit me. It was 
about God’s love, and in that moment I knew and felt the love 
of God."
 
After giving his life to Jesus there was still the battle of living a 
Godly lifestyle. “I knew I wanted to live a Godly life, I just had 
no idea how to do that.” With the thirst to learn more and 
live differently, Christian joined the men’s New Life Recovery 
Program, which unleashed unexplainable transformation. 

It’s a simple fact - God’s love is the only thing that truly 
transforms. If you have had the privilege of meeting this young 
man, you’d know that his demeanor is one of humility and 
gentleness, that of one who knows he is deeply and vastly loved.

In the past year Christian has earned his GED, his 
driver’s license, has been working in the culinary field and has 
been accepted to a technical school in Oregon where he will 
further his culinary skills. God promises His plans for us are 
good and guided by hope. We are overjoyed to watch Christian 
as he steps into those plans!

As a father,  Randy has struggled with finances and substances. 
But he longed to be so much more for his family. “Being the 
spiritual leader of my family is a high responsibility, I take that 
very seriously.” Susan has shared Randy’s struggles. In fact, both 
were exposed very early to the problems they now seek to 
escape.

Angel and Ali also moved into the Family Shelter carrying 
similar invisible baggage. During dinner at the Mission, Ali 
recognized Susan from other times they’d shared this dining 
room. “I don’t know what came over me,” Ali said. “But I just 
went and grabbed Susan to hug her.” 

Little did they know, they would become each other’s new 
family. Despite coming from different ethnic communities, 
these two families share similar backstories and have the same 
goals: to break this cycle for their children. 

Ali laughed as she told us the story how one Sunday morning 
she had slept passed her alarm and lo and behold, Susan came 
knocking. It was presented as no option, they weren't leaving 
for church without Ali and Angel. “I found my family here at 
the Mission,” continues Ali. “They have gained a big part of my 
heart. If it wasn't for them, we wouldn't be seeking Jesus the 
way we are now. They will forever be part of our family." 

Together, these families are pursuing God, his healing, and 
their recovery. You should expect the Mission to love and 
serve people in Jesus’ name. But when these families love 
and support each other on their journey of recovery, it’s an 
unexpected blessing that makes us all say again, “God is 
good!”
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URGENT
VOLUNTEER
NEEDS

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
40 medical students from PNWU came to volunteer their time here on campus. They did everything 
from bailing recycling, to renovating residential rooms and painting our facilities. 
Thank you Pacific Northwest University!
Have a group that wants to get involved? Contact Jakob Shewey at jakob.shewey.org.

Volunteer today!

Scan Away Hunger
50% OFF SALE

The Olde Lighthouse Shoppe's annual Scan Away Hunger sale will take 
place October 22nd - October 24th. With your purchase of a Scan Away 

meal ($ 2.07 ) you will receive 50% off ANY store item!

The Olde Lighthouse Shoppe: 15 S Front St, Yakima, WA 98901

Shop & end hunger!

We are seeking committed volunteers to feed the homeless by serving 
lunch or dinner on a weekly basis. The lunch shift is 11:00am - 1:30pm 

and the dinner shift is 4:30pm - 6:30pm everyday!

For more information, please contact Jakob Shewey at 509-853-4318.


