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NEWS

ADOPTION: Such a Sweet 
Word in Family Shelter

Written By Janet Kerns
Family Shelter Director

Family Shelter is the short-term emergency housing and 
employment program for women and children at the Yakima 
Union Gospel Mission.  It is a joy to see the smiles on the 
faces of  women who walk into the office and share they 
were hired for the job they applied for, or they were able 
to find a good housing situation.   We have also seen big 
smiles on our women and children as they have experienced 
ADOPTION. 

During the Christmas season a local community organization 
ADOPTED all of  our Family Shelter guests and provided 
Christmas gifts for everyone.  They also included our single 
women in this ADOPTION process!  It is very “romantic” 
to provide Christmas gifts for homeless families and see 
the smiles on the faces of  the kids.  But oftentimes it is 
the homeless single women who are forgotten.  It was 
very meaningful to all to be remembered, ADOPTED, at 
Christmas time. Continued inside...
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ADOPTION: Such a Sweet Word in Family Shelter

Continued from cover...
The last several months we have had a pregnant mom with us.  While this mom has 
ADOPTION in her background she was sure she was going to parent this child.  It was 
while taking a parenting class that she began to realize that it would be in her child’s 
best interest if  she were to place this child with an ADOPTIVE family.  With joy and 
amazement we were able to watch God bring this birth mom and an ADOPTIVE 

family together.  ADOPTION has brought 
two families together for a life time, all for 
the love of  a special child. 
A local business wanted to ADOPT a 
volunteer who was giving back to their 
Community. They wanted to bless this 
ADOPTED volunteer with a car, including 
new tires and a full year of  service. We 
were able to submit the name of  our 
live-in volunteer, Rose.  Rose is a faithful 
volunteer who has drug use and crime in 
her background.  During her time in the 
faith unit at the Yakima County jail, this 
woman turned her life over to Jesus and He 
has done a life-changing work in her. After 
leaving the Yakima County Jail she spent 
time in prison.  All through her prison 

experience she was committed to the fact that she would come to YUGM when she was 
released.  While she thought she was coming to the Mission to join the New Life Women’s 
Program, God had something else in mind for her. She became a live-in volunteer for 
Family Shelter and at this time is now a staff  member in the Family Shelter. To have 
been ADOPTED by a local business and 
given the gift of  a car was an incredible 
faith-builder and encouragement right 
from the Hand of  God. 
All of  the programs at YUGM point 
individuals to a life changing relationship 
with God. As believers we have a special 
understanding of  ADOPTION, having been brought into God’s family.

   God has been SO 
wonderful at “adopting” 
our guests! -Janet Kerns“ “

         But when the right time 
came, God sent his Son, born 
of  a woman, subject to the law. 
God sent him to buy freedom 
for us who were slaves to the 
law, so that he could adopt us 
as his very own children. And 
because we are his children, 
God has sent the Spirit of  his 
Son into our hearts, prompting 
us to call out, “Abba, Father.”
Galatians 4:4-6 

“

“
HELP US
WITH OUR
NEEDS

• 2” rubber bands
• Sharpie markers
• Footballs
• Basketballs
• Pool Balls
• Bike Rack
• A 15’ by 20’ corrugated 

metal shed for an out-
door bike shop at Madi-
son House

• New women’s underwear 
(all sizes)

• Diapers: size 5 and 6
• Forklift
• Pickup Truck
• New flat screen TV 

for Women’s New Life 
Program

• Toilet paper, toilet paper 
and more toilet paper

• Mop heads and handles
• Buckets
• Rolls of  paper towels for 

dispenser
• Ajax
• Cleaning supplies
• Disposable coffee cups 

with lids
• 4-6 Memory sticks
• External hard drives
• Commercial vacuumsIf you would like more information about Family Shelter and it’s needs please visit: http://www.yugm.org/

EmergencyServices-FamilyShelter or call Development at 509-248-4510



JOIN US FOR A TOUR
If  you would like more information about Madison 
House or would like to schedule a tour, please call 
Mary Broussard at 509-853-4316 

APRIL 24TH
3:00 PM TO 6:00 PM

APRIL 26TH 11:00AM-12:30PM
Volunteer Appreciation Banquet
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL 248-4510

Please join us for the YUGM Medical Care Center’s 
Open House on Monday, April 24th from 3:00 pm 
to 7:00 pm. The Medical Care Center is located at 
1300 N. First Street, on the north end of  the Yakima 
Union Gospel Mission’s campus.

OPEN HOUSE

SAVE THE DATE
STAY IN TOUCH

1300 N. 1st St.
Yakima, WA 98901

info@yugm.orgfacebook.com/ugmyakima

509.248.4510

yakimaugm

www.yugm.org

SOS Outreach White Pass Snowboarding camp for youth  
collaborates with over 200 youth agencies, schools and 
afterschool programs, like the YUGM’s Madison House 
Community Youth Center, to target and recruit kids who 
will benefit most from the structure and consistency of  the 
SOS curriculum.  The SOS target population includes youth 
ages 8-18 who face a variety of  risk factors: social, academic, 
familial and/or economic. 

Each winter, Madison House employees and volunteers bring 
eligible students to this five-weekend long snowboarding 
camp. In addition to athletic skills, SOS focuses on character, 
discipline, and healthy choices. They provide all the gear kids 
need for the camp.

This winter, Yasmine Espinoza, a Madison House employee, 
will be bringing a group of  kids to White Pass for SOS. 
Yaz was once a Madison House kid herself, and a former 
participant in the SOS snowboarding camp. She now has the 
privilege of  paying it forward, helping other young people get 
connected to a community of  support at Madison House.
“There is a lot of  pride that kids get from mastering a 
difficult skill, like snowboarding. SOS pairs kids with mentors 
who help them work on their anger, or developing positive 
character traits, and gives them confidence to know that they 
can do and be more than they thought,” Yaz says.

SOS OUTREACH



Steve Griff  volunteers at the YUGM in many ways, multiple days a week! 
Steve is a retired pharmacist that volunteers in the dispensary at our Medical 
Care Center. He also speaks weekly at our lunchtime chapel services (above 
right) and occasionally drives one of  our trucks to pick up donations from 
local grocery stores, restaurants, businesses, and individuals. Thank you, 
Steve, for all you do! If  you’re interested in volunteering like Steve, contact 
our Director of  Volunteer Services, David Wells, at 509.853.4370 
or david.wells@yugm.org.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

CURRENT
VOLUNTEER
NEEDS

Clothing Room Volunteer,
Small Groups to lead Family Chapel

Mechanic, Skilled Construction 
Professionals

Spanish Interpreter, Primary 
Care Clinicians

Food Truck Driver,
Food Box Volunteer

Cleanup/Work Project 
Crews

Weekend Activities Volunteer

Tutors, Mentors

MAINTENANCE

MADISON HOUSE

FAMILY SHELTER

MEDICAL CLINIC

PANTRY

LOST CREEK VILLAGE

NEW LIFE PROGRAM

For Women For Men

Help us provide food, care and hope this Easter.”

A gift of  just $29.55 can feed 
and care for 15 people. 

Hope is extended here with a meal. For many, it’s the 
only meal of  the day.

Hope continues here with care, classes, and counsel-
ing. Those who stay on at the Mission to enter our pro-
grams, will have their hope renewed by the transforming 
power of  God’s love.

But hope STARTS here with you. Your prayers and gifts 
are the fuel that drives our ministries.

Thank you for your continued support of  this ministry

WEEKEND ACTIVITIES VOLUNTEERS

Do you have a passion to share? We need volunteers 
to share their interests and experience with men and 
women in our New Life Programs! We’re looking for 
people that would lead activities or teach classes on 
Saturdays year-round

If you’re interested, please contact David Wells, our 
Director of Volunteer Services, at david.wells@yugm.org
or (509) 853-4370. Thank you for your help!

Crochet and knitting
Jewelry Making
Creative Writing/Poetry
Painting
Scrapbooking
Music Lessons
Exercise/Fitness Classes (Zumba, 
etc)
Hiking/Bird Watching
Other?

Hiking
Biking
Welding
Woodworking
Auto Repair/Maintenance
Music Lessons
Exercise/Fitness Class
Hiking /Bird Watching
Other?


