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GOD
IS

HERE

Luis came to the Mission to get 
meals and a place to sleep 

while he got on his feet. 

But then he found...

HOW we do things has changed, but WHY we 
do them never will!
Luis, a guest in our shelter, made a very
powerful observation: “I can see the staff 
going above and beyond during this time. A 
lot of people are sad because they can't go to 
church right now, but the Bible says..."
(Open to read what Luis said next...)
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GOD IS
HERE

Luis can feel 
 God's love for hi

m 

here at 
  the Mission.

(continued from cover...)

"You know, a lot of people are sad because they 
can’t go to church right now. But [Matthew 
18:20] says that where two or three are gathered, 
then HE IS THERE". 

Almost overnight, life as we've known it changed 
and our world spiraled into a socially-distant, 
working-remotely culture.

Yakima Union Gospel Mission felt the tension as 
we worked hard to implement safety protocol 
while continuing to offer the same life-saving 
meals, shelter, and emergency care we have 
provided the homeless for over 80 years. While 
everything changed, we remain committed to 
loving our neighbors well.  

You may have seen our social media posts and     
followed along as we brought in military tents, 
cots and sleeping bags to enlarge the sleeping 
space for our shelter guests.  

Luis held his Bible in one hand while pointing 
to the tents set up to create additional space 
between guests. "God talked to Moses in a tent 
while the Israelites were in the wilderness," he 
said. "God is here- at the Mission.   We are 
having church right now!” 

He continued, “There is all this darkness in the 
world right now. But if we know God, we don’t 
have to be discouraged. We can shine a light that 
will point people to Jesus and wanting to change 
their lives.” 

You see, God sent us to love the broken in  Jesus’ 
name. People are valuable to God and they are 
worth us going to every effort to keep them safe 
and alive.

People need to be safe to believe they are loved. 
People need to be seen to believe they have    
value. People need to be alive to receive the life-
transforming truth that Jesus died for them and 
wants a relationship with them. 

The eternal, unchanging purpose of the    
Mission hasn’t changed, even when so much 
around us has. 
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Shine Christ 's Love
A message from Mike

- Mike Johnson
CEO/Executive Director

Help us with 
our needs

Toilet Paper
Hand Sanitizer
Cleaning Wipes
Paper Towels
Soap
Sunscreen
Shampoo
Conditioner
Disposable Cups
Mayo
Garlic Powder
Condiment Packets
Individual Snacks
Bottled Water
Towels
Latex Gloves
Coffee Creamer
1" 3-ring Binders
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At first, my prayer was for God to show his miraculous love 
by keeping the Mission COVID-zero. We all worked and 
worked, and creatively reinvented everything to support that 
goal. God’s plan was better.

As the news broke that our first—and only, at this writing—
guest with coronavirus was struggling to stay quarantined 
due to her mental health challenges, hundreds of people 
started praying. They even told me so. “Father! We need a 
solution!”

Our guest’s mental state and behavior changed within hours. 
Staff and volunteers gave her every reason to stay in her 
room, sitting with her at points. And she cooperated. It was 
a total turnaround with no explanation but Christ’s love for 
His hurting daughter.

Christ showed us God’s love by His personal sacrifice for 
“those still far off.” And our guests are seeing that love here 
among His followers as we work like never before to keep 
these folks alive. One night early on I told them myself at 
bed-time, “I don’t want any of you dying until you’ve made 
your peace with Jesus! So, 6 feet apart everybody!” They felt 
loved, not scolded.

Please pray for our team here, and me. With volunteering 
down (understandably) and everything  different, the work-
load is unprecedented. But every day, someone here thanks 
me, and my colleagues report it too. “Thank you guys for 
working so hard to keep us safe,” they say.  

It may be a dark time, but “the light shines in the darkness” 
(Jn 1:5).

 We are hiring!
Can you help us find the right people for  our team?

In The Kitchen: 
Full-time Manager of our "Good News Cafe"
Part-time Cook team member 

Apply online: yugm.org/employment

In The Adult Shelter:
Full-time Guest Services Coordinator
    



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

These kids have had so much canceled this year. 
Camp is planned for either late summer or early fall  
for our Madison House kids. 

Help us provide a life-changing week at camp 
for    Yakima youth. Inspiring worship, challenging   
teaching, intense mentoring, silly games, and a life-
time of memories are in store for these Junior High 
and High School students. 

In order to make this opportunity accessible to all 
of our Madison House kids, please help sponsor a 
youth, underwriting the cost to send them off on a 
5-day, 4-night experience, about $140 each.

Many students will encounter God in a way that will 
change their life forever!

Give online at yugm.org/donate or call Jason at 
509-853-4317.

It's on!
Journey of Hope Golf Classic 2020

Thursday, August 13th
Our governor has reopened golf courses around the state and we know 
you are anxious to get back onto the green!

Things will look a little different this year. We will have two separate shot-
gun start times to spread out our golfers throughout the day. Our lunches 
will be individually boxed rather than buffet. We are so excited to know 
that we can all still come together in support of the wonderful Madison 
House programs (tutoring, sports, camp, etc) and the kids they benefit! 
Please make plans to join us!

Save the date!

  Registration opens June 1st at www. yugm.org/journeyofhope

Contact us:

Madison House Summer Camp!


